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In Texas I had a friend, named Bob, who owned a Japanese Akita dog named Toyo.  The Akita is 
the national dog of Japan and was originally used as an imperial guard dog, then as a fighting 
dog, a hunter of deer and bear, then for army and police guard work.  A full grown Akita will 
weigh from 75 to 120 pounds.  They are very family loyal to the extent that Japanese mothers 

would leave their children with these dogs.  But since this dog is very 
aggressive it should never be left in the presence of strangers, especially 
other children, and other dogs.   
 
Bob would laugh at Toyo because the dog could do anything it desired as 
long as he was inside the fence in their backyard.  In other words this 

massive dog’s conscience was the fence.  That fence was very necessary.  It kept Toyo safe and 
it kept others safe from Toyo. 
 
In a very simplistic way Toyo’s fence could represent God’s law.  If we all stay within the 
boundaries of the law we will be safe to be around others and others will be safe to be with us.   
 
1. One day a lawyer tested Jesus with this question, “Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the law?”  Let’s read Jesus’ reply.  Matthew 22:37-40 
a. What is the common word in Jesus’ statement?  Love 
b. Who should we love? 

i. _______________________________________________________________ 
ii. _______________________________________________________________ 

c. What was Jesus’ summary statement? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

d. So to speak, the “peg” in Jesus’ statement is love.   
Note:  Jesus did not do away with the commandments with this statement.  
He nailed them to the principle of love.  

 
2. Why would God issue a law, like Toyo’s fence, based on love?  1 John 4:16 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. God’s government has always had a law.  Can you think of any 
government that does not have laws?  At Mt. Sinai God issued 
His law to the Children of Israel in a summary called the Ten 
Commandments.  They are listed in Exodus 20:3-17.  What is the 
foundation of keeping God’s law?  Exodus 20:2 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. A Summary of the Ten Commandments:  Exodus 20 
“You shall love the Lord your God” 

#1:  Serve no other gods  Vs. 3  
#2: Do not worship idols  Vss. 4-6 
#3: Only use God’s name with great care  Vs. 7 
#4: Observe God’s Sabbath day (lesson #5)  Vss. 8-11 
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“You shall love your neighbor” 
 #5: Respect your parents  Vs. 12 
 #6: Do not commit murder  Vs. 13 
 #7: Do not be an adulterer  Vs. 14 
 #8: Do not steal  Vs. 15 
 #9: Be honest  Vs. 16  
 #10 Do not covet  Vs. 17 

  
5. In lesson #1 (What Went Wrong in Eden?) we learned that our sins separate us from God.  

They place a barrier between us and God.  In fact we saw that Adam and Eve hid from God.  
What is the Bible’s definition of sin?  1 John 3:4 

“Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.”  NKJV 
“Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.”  NIV 

Sin is __________ God’s law. 
 
6.  What is the penalty (wage) for breaking God’s law?  Romans 6:23 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Okay, we’ve come up with some very good reasons for not breaking God’s law: 
a. Keeping within the boundaries of God’s law keeps us safe. 
b. Keeping God’s law is the loving thing to do. 
c. Sinning separates us from God. 
d. Because sinning separates the sinner from God the sinner will die. 

 
8. When God created Adam and Eve He did not place a fence around them like Toyo’s fence.  

Instead He gave them the ability to decide whether or not they would obey or sin. 
a. What is God’s grand plan for us as first expressed to the Children of Israel?  Exodus 

19:5-6 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

b. What hope does John express to his churches?  1 John 2:15-17 
__________________________________________________________________ 

c. In one of his letters John wrote, “My little children, these things I write to you, so 
that you may not sin.”  (1 John 2:1) 
 

9. Therefore we are to stay away from sin.  But what is the bad news?  Romans  3:23 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.  What happens when we sin?  Is that the end or is there a way out of the consequences of 
sinning?  1 John 2:1-2 

________________________________________________________________________
Note:  Propitiation means that Jesus took upon Himself the wrath of sin.  (See Isaiah 53:5) 
 
 



Do I really Have to Do That?                       Our Love Response to Jesus file:  4 student 
 

3 | P a g e  

 

11.  How is Jesus able to forgive our sins?  1 John 1:9 
_______________________________________________________________________

Note:  Jesus can only forgive our confessed sins.  When we truly confess our sins He not 
only forgives us but He cleanses us so we do not commit that sin again. 
 
A proud Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus and many other guests to a 
dinner party at his home.  As they were reclining at the table a woman 
who had a bad past came into the room and poured some very expensive 
perfume on Jesus’ feet.  The aroma quickly filled the room and brought 
everyone’s attention to this woman.  Because Simon was embarrassed to 
have this woman in his house he remarked, “If this man were a prophet, 
he would know what kind of woman is touching him.  She’s a sinner!” 

 
12. When Jesus heard Simon’s comment He had compassion for the woman so He told a story 

and then asked a question.  Let’s read the story and the question.  Luke 7:40-42 
a. What do you think?  Which debtor would have the most love for the creditor who 

cancelled the debt?  ____________________________________________________ 
b. What was Simon’s answer and Jesus’ reply?  Luke 7:43 

i. Simon’s answer  _______________________________________________ 
ii. Jesus’ reply  __________________________________________________ 

c. Point:  Jesus summarized His story with these words.  “I tell you, her sins—and 
they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person 
who is forgiven little shows only little love.”  Luke 7:47 NLT 

d. Summary: Forgiven much loves __________. 
Forgiven little loves __________. 
 

13. From the material we have studied answer these questions. 
a. From question #5  What is sin?  _________________________________________ 
b. From question #6  What is sin’s penalty?  __________ 
c. From question #9  How many of us have sinned? ___________________________ 

Note:  We are just like the woman in Jesus’ story to Simon. 
 

14. What is the one and only remedy for our sinning?   
a. 1 Peter 2:21-24  _______________________________________________________ 
b. Isaiah 53:8 ___________________________________________________________ 

 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”  John 3:16-17 
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15. Here are the steps: 
a. We realize that we are sinners.   
b. We go to Jesus and confess our sins. 
c. Jesus is faithful and just to forgive our confessed sins. 
d. We will not have to die because Jesus paid our penalty. 
e. According to the story what will be our response to our 

debt of sin being forgiven? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

16. What does Jesus tell those who love Him to do?  John 14:15 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  Keeping the commandments is a love response to Jesus for forgiving our sins.  The  
fact is that it is only by love for God that we can truly keep His commandments. 
 

17. Who does Jesus state will be commandments keepers?  John 14:21 
_____________________________________________________ 
Note:  When we really look at the cross of Jesus and contemplate that 
great love for us we will love Him in return. 

 
 

18. Are you willing to show your love to Jesus by keeping His commandments? 

□  Yes 

□  No 
 
Our next lesson is:  When God said, “Let’s Take a Break.” 
 


