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Rembrandt painted a picture originating from Jesus’ parable called the Prodigal Son 
(Luke 15).  The parable is about a father with two sons.  The younger son decided to 
leave the farm and requested that he be given his inheritance before the father 
died.  The father divided his means between the two boys and the younger son left 
for a far off country.  This son squandered his wealth in riotous living.  When the 
money ran out the sinner found himself broke, alone, and hungry.  Even worse, a 
famine had come to the land.  Needing to exist he took a job tending pigs and trying 
to share their food.  In the pig pen he came to his senses and remembered that at his 

father’s farm the hired hands always had plenty to eat.  So he decided to return home with the hope 
that his father would not reject him and hire him as a common laborer.  He knew he had forfeited his 
right to be a son.   
 
The father had been waiting for this moment.  He missed his son.  His love for the boy never faltered.  
When he saw his boy coming down the road he ran to his son, placed his arms around his boy and kissed 
him.  He commanded that his robes cover this boy and that shoes be placed on his feet.  The father 
gladly returned the boy to full and complete sonship.  Rembrandt’s picture depicts this reunion. 
 
We will leave this salvific parable for a while.  But we will attempt to answer one question that is raised 
by this story.  Jesus didn’t ask this question, but I am.  Here’s the question:  After being saved what kind 
of a son do you think this boy was? 
 
Becoming a new Creation/Creature: 
 
1. What did Jesus say to Nicodemus?  John 3:3 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why a new birth?  What’s wrong with the way we are?  1 Corinthians 2:14 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

3. In asking forgiveness what did David ask the Lord to do for him?  Psalm 51:10 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. How is the new birth accomplished?  John 3:6-8 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. David asked God, “Create in me a clean heart…”  Is this “new birth” just a remake, a remolding job 
or is this a whole new being?  2 Corinthians 5:17 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Who does the work?  Is this a self-improvement project?  Philippians 1:6 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Peter Scazzero writes this in his book, The Emotionally Healthy Church, p. 97: 
 

Jesus describes becoming a Christian as a new birth (see John 3:3-
5).  Picture yourself as an apple tree, but you would really like to bear 
peaches.  You can be pruned, or someone can attach peaches with 
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wire to your branches.  But apples will keep coming.  If you want peaches, you have to dig up 
the apple tree and plant a peach tree.   
 
Jesus declares that only by a direct intervention of God can you or I be changed.  We require a 
complete change at the root or base of who we are.  The new birth can be described as the 
action of God whereby His very life and power are implanted in the base of your heart so the 
root is transformed.  The seed then grows, blossoms, and produces fruit from this new 
supernatural seed.  We receive a new heart, a new nature, and a new Spirit (Ezek. 36:25-27). 

 
7. When we come to Jesus what changes does He make in our life? 

a. Ezekiel 36:25-27 __________________________    ______________________________ 
b. Romans 12:2 __________________________________________________________ 
c. Romans 8:5  __________________________________________________________ 
d. Hebrews 8:10 __________________________________________________________ 
e. Psalms 40:8  __________________________________________________________ 
f. 1 John 3:14  __________________________________________________________ 

 
8. How can a person be born again?  We must surrender to Christ and realize that without Him we can 

do nothing about our salvation. 
a. John 15:5  ___________________________________________________________ 
b. Philippians 4:13 ___________________________________________________________ 
c. Acts 16:31  ___________________________________________________________   

 
Before we can be born again we must first die.   
 
9.    Who should we die with?  Galatians 2:20 

 “I have been ____________ with Christ; it is no longer ___ who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
_______ in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

 
10. What does our baptism represent?  Colossians 2:12 

“_________ with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the 
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.” 
 

11. Do we continue to live our old life of sin?  Romans 6:11-12 
“Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.   Therefore _____ not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its 
lusts.” 
 

12. How often do we die to sin?  Is this “dying” a once only thing?  2 Corinthians 4:16 
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man 
is being renewed ______ ___ ______.” 

 
What does a person need to be saved? 
 
13. 2 Timothy 3:15 “the ______ __________, which are able to make you wise for salvation through  

_______ which is in Christ Jesus.” 
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14. Isaiah 45:22  “ Look to Me, and be saved,/All you ends of the earth!/For I am______, and   
there is no other.” 
 

15. Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the ________ of _______, for it is the power of God to  
salvation for everyone who believes,” 
 

16. Hebrews 9:28 “To those who eagerly ______ for Him He 
will appear a second time, apart from  
sin, for salvation.” 
 

17. 2 Corinthians 7:9      Now I rejoice, not that you were made  
sorry, but that your ___________ led to 
___________.  For you were made sorry in 
a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 
 

18. Acts 2:38  Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be _________ in the  
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

How does the Bible symbolize heaven’s reaction to someone being saved? 
 
19. What did the shepherd do when his lost sheep was safe in the fold?  Luke 15:5-6 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

20. What did the lady do after she had found the lost coin?  Luke 15:9 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

21. What did the prodigal’s father do when his son returned?  Luke 15:22-24 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

22. What prompted Jesus to tell these three parables as recorded in Luke chapter 15?  Luke 15:1-3 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

23. Heaven’s reaction to saving a lost soul is summarized at the end of the parable of the lost son. Luke 
15:32   
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion: 
 

24. At the start of this lesson we looked at Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son and asked what question?   
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

25. Let’s answer this question by reviewing this lesson’s main points and determine what is necessary to 
be saved. 

a. Becoming a new Creation/Creature – Questions 1-12  
Main point:  Question #3’s text  “Create in me a ________ heart, O God,”  Psalm 51:10 
The prodigal had to realize that he was a sinner and needed a change.  



A New Creation Salvation file:  10 student 

 4 | P a g e  
 

b. What does a person need to be saved? – Questions 13-18 
Main point:  Question #17’s text  “Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that 
your ___________ led to _______________.”  2 Corinthians 7:9 

c. How does the Bible symbolize heaven’s reaction to someone being saved? – Questions 19-
22 

i. Shepherd  “__________ with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.” 
ii. Woman  “__________ with me, for I have found the piece which was lost!” 

iii. Father  “and let us eat and be merry;”  He threw a _________! 
Main point:  Question #23’s text  “And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This 
Man __________ sinners and eats with them.” 

 
26. The boy realized he needed a clean heart.  This prompted him to return to his father.  The father 

received him and reinstated him as a fully fledged son.  Okay, you tell me!  After all of this what 
kind of a son do you think he was? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

27. Salvation is a change in us.   

a. Did the father change?  □  Yes  □  No 

b. Was there still plenty of work to do on the farm?  □  Yes  □  No 

c. Did the runaway son change?  □  Yes  □  No 
 

28. A change in us is what salvation is all about.   
 

Are you willing to go to Jesus and ask Him to change your life?  □  Yes 

             □  No 
 
 
All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.  
John 6:37 
 
 


