
Our One and Only High Priest in Heaven                         Our Heavenly Advocate  file: 8 student 

1 | P a g e  
 

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.  Not with 
the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy 
Place once for all having obtained eternal redemption.”  Hebrews 9:11 
 

In this study we will look at Jesus Christ as our High Priest.  Of course a thorough study of this subject 
would take books and years to complete.  This will be a summary and hopefully help us to better 
understand the importance of Jesus to our salvation. 
 
1. Probably the basic question would be why we need a high priest.  Let’s answer this with what we 

have already learned in our past lessons. 
a. What did sin do to Adam and Eve’s relationship with God? 

i. Genesis 3:7  _________________________________________________________ 
ii. Genesis 3:8  _________________________________________________________ 

iii. Isaiah 59:2  __________________________________________________________ 
iv. Exodus 33:20  ________________________________________________________ 

b. But there was and is a bigger problem with sin.  In lesson #1 we learned that everyone has 
sinned.  (Romans 3:23) and in lesson #4 we learned that the result of sinning is death 
(Romans 6:23).  That’s bad news but that is not the whole text.  What good news does the 
rest of Romans 6:23 give to us? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. At Eden, just after Adam and Eve had sinned, God gave a brief summary of the plan of salvation that 
He was offering to all sinners.  Genesis 3:15  There are four points to God’s statement: 

a. God will place a natural hatred of sin in our hearts. 
b. This hatred of sin will find its ultimate expression in One of her (Eve) offspring.  This would 

be Jesus. 
c. Satan will attempt to forever kill Jesus. 
d. But as a man crushes the head of a poisonous snake with his bare heal to save his children-

knowing that he will die-so our Savior will sacrifice His own life to save those who love Him.  
(Luke 9:22 & 44)  In the end Jesus will utterly crush the serpent’s head and he will be 
eternally eradicated. 
 

3. This brings us to Isaiah 53’s famous statement of Christ our substitute.  We’ll take this step by step. 
a. Why was it necessary to our salvation for Jesus to be crucified?  Isaiah 53:5 

i. “The chastisement for our peace was upon Him.”  Why?  
_________________________ 

ii. “And by His stripes we are healed.”   What does this 
do for us?   ____________________________________ 

b. Upon whom did God lay our iniquities?  Isaiah 53:6  
________________________________ 

c. Read Isaiah’s prophetic statement on what will happen to Jesus 
our savior.  Isaiah 53:7-9 

i. He would be __________ before His accusers and would utter no __________.  
ii. He would be __________. 

iii. He would be placed in a __________ person’s tomb. 
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d. What profound statement does Paul make defining why Jesus Christ died?  1 Corinthians 
15:3 ______________________________________________________________________ 

e. Isaiah completes his prophecy with a very important statement regarding the work of a high 
priest.  Concentrate on the last three statements of Isaiah 53:12 

i. “And He was __________ with the transgressors,” |  On these three points we can  
ii. “And He bore the ________ of many.” |  begin to understand that a high 

iii. “And made __________ for the transgressors.” |  priest is an intercessor. 
 

4. Has there always been a high priest since sin came into this world?  No, but let’s take look at a 
summary of man’s intercessors. 

a. From the earliest times, prior to the establishment of a regularly organized priesthood, 
private individuals, such as Cain and Able (Genesis 4:3-5) offered sacrifices and thus 
performed the essential function of a priest. 

b. Throughout the patriarchal times the head of the family or tribe usually served as its priest.  
Thus Noah (Genesis 8:20), Abraham (Genesis 22:13), Jacob (Genesis 35:1-3), and Job (Job 
1:5) served, each as representative priests of the family. 

c. With the establishment of the theocracy (Deity as the ruler) at Sinai and the erection of the 
tabernacle, God appointed the tribe of Levi (Numbers 3:5-13) to the sacred service of the 
priesthood.  The tribe of Levi was chosen because of its loyalty at the time of the worship of 
the golden calf (Exodus 32:26-29). 
 

5. Why was a high priest necessary? 
a. From question #1 we learned that once humanity had sinned, no 

person can see God and live.  Therefore the high priest was the 
only person who could go into the Most Holy Place where God 
dwelt and remain alive.  This was done once a year on the Day of 
Atonement.  Leviticus 16:2-3, 16-17 & 29-30. 

b. What were the duties/responsibilities of the high priest? 
i. The high priest was to make an atonement of the Day of Atonement.  Who or what 

was the high priest to make atonement for?  Leviticus 16:33 
1. ______________________________________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________________________________ 
3. ______________________________________________________________ 
4. ______________________________________________________________ 

ii. In addition to making atonement the high priest/priests were given other duties. 
1. Religious teachers of the people (Leviticus 10:11; Ezekiel 44:23) 
2. Offer and oversee the gifts and sacrifices for the people.  (Hebrews 5:1) 
3. Offer sacrifices for himself.  (Leviticus 16:6; Hebrews 5:3) 
4. Act as a judge by the use of the Urim and Thummim to determine God’s will.  

(Exodus 28:30; Ezra 2:63) 
5. Preside over the temple services, feasts, and daily sacrifices. 

iii. Summary  The high priest represented the people to God. 
 

6. In this lesson “atonement” has been often mentioned.  What is atonement? 
a. Restoration of the relationship broken by sin.  At-one-ment 
b. Hebrews helps us to better understand what this atonement accomplishes for the sinner. 

i. What was the chief role of the Hebrew priesthood?  Hebrews 5:1 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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ii. Why did the priests offer these gifts and sacrifices for sins?  Leviticus 6:7 
____________________________________________________________________ 

c. Forgiveness results in the sinner being brought back into a right relationship 
with God.  What term does Paul use for this?  Romans 5:10-11  
_____________________________________________________________ 

i. What is the meaning of reconciled?  It means to bring two things 
into agreement. 

ii. In this lesson what are the two things that must be reconciled?  
Ephesians 2:13 

1. ________________________________ 
2. ________________________________ 

 
7. Therefore God commanded that Moses build the tabernacle, set up the priesthood, and begin the 

services of the sacrificial system.  The point was that the sinner could continue to live and receive 
atonement because something else would lose its life in his or her place.  The sacrificial system 
continued throughout the Old Testament times up through the beginning of the New Testament.  
But Hebrews describes a problem with the sacrificial system.  Hebrews 10:4 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. So if all these animals of the Old Testament could not take away sins or make the sinner’s 
conscience perfect what was their purpose?  Hebrews 9:9 

a. __________________________________________________________________________ 
b. The sacrificial system was a lesson in God’s plan of salvation. 
c. They pointed forward to the only remedy for doing away with sin. 

 
9. From question #3 we learned that Jesus took our place.  He died for us.  He paid our penalty of 

death for our sinning.  Doesn’t this begin to present the picture of a High Priest taking our place?   
a. But why was it necessary for the shedding of blood resulting in death?  Hebrews 9:22 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
b. Then why was Jesus crucified?  Hebrews 9:28 

___________________________________________________________________________  
c. How does Paul explain what Jesus did for us?  Romans 5:17-18 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
d. Jesus took our place on the cross. 

 
10.  Now that Jesus has made the sacrifice that the Old Testament 

Sacrificial System pointed forward to, how does His righteous act get 
transferred to the sinner?  For this we will take a fast look at Jesus 
being our High Priest. 

a. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Romans 6:23 

b. What is the God’s gift?  John 3:16-17 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. So what does Jesus accomplish for us as our High Priest? 
a. #1:  Jesus stands in our place.  When God looks at us He sees Jesus.  2 Corinthians 5:21 

i. Look back to question #5.  This is why the typical high priest represented the people 
to God. 

ii. Remember from question #5 only the high priest could enter the most holy place on 
the Day of Atonement. 

iii. Jesus endured the cross and is now sitting with His Father on the heavenly throne. 
 Revelation 3:21 & Hebrews 12:2 

b. #2:  Jesus is our heavenly advocate.  He appears before His Father’s throne for us.  1 John 
2:1-2; Hebrews 9:24 & 4:15-16 

i. Jesus can represent us our High Priest because He has gone through all temptations 
that we have to endure.  But even though He did not fall to the temptations He 
understands our every temptation. 

1. ________________________________________________  Hebrews 2:18 
2. ________________________________________________  1 Corinthians 

10:13 & 2 Peter 2:9 
ii.  Because He is pleading our case we have the assurance that we can boldly 

approach the heavenly throne with confidence and find the grace and mercy of God. 
iii. Why couldn’t we just continue with the Old Testament high priest offering the 

sacrifices year after year? 
1. First of all, the high priests and the sacrifices only pointed forward to what 

the Messiah would do. 
2. Secondly, the high priests were sinners.  This is why they had to offer 

sacrifices for themselves.  Leviticus 16:6 & Hebrews 10:1-4  
3. Third, because Jesus is a member of the Godhead, He is forever, eternal and 

unchanging.  Hebrews 7:24-28 
4. Fourth  The blood of Jesus is the better sacrifice for our sins.  Hebrews 

9:11-13 
5. Finally (for this study)  Jesus’ blood is the only sacrifice that can sanctify 

sinners.  Hebrews 10:8-10 
a. Sanctification means to set apart or to be set apart. 
b. In this case Jesus is the only Being who can set us apart from our 

sinful nature if by faith this is our hope and desire. 
c. #3:  As our advocate Jesus can apply His shed blood for the sins that we confess. 

i. He is faithful and just to not only forgive our confessed sins, but He will also cleanse 
us.  1 John 1:7 & 9 

ii. By His blood we have full redemption  Colossians 1:13-14; Ephesians 1:7 
iii. By His blood we can be reconciled to God.  Colossians 1:19-20 

d. #4:  Jesus is not only our advocate, but He is also our judge.  John 5:22 & 26-27; Acts 
10:42   

i. Isn’t this a good deal for those who are faithful? 
ii. Our attorney is also our judge. 

1. Incarnation  He knows the things of God and He knows humanity. 
2. As our judge and advocate Jesus stands between a perfect God and sinners. 

 
12. Jesus is the only being that is able to do all of these things.  He is our:  Creator, High Priest, sacrifice, 

eternal life, Redeemer, Savior, Brother,  
Our Next Lesson:  In that Great Judgment Day 
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                    Jesus, Our High Priest 
 
            A summary of the typical verses the antitype 
 
 
A view of the Day of Atonement verses Jesus our High Priest 
 
 

 
 
Day of Atonement – The Earthly High Priest  Jesus – Our Heavenly High Priest 
 
The priest would first offer a sacrifice for to  Jesus was sinless. 
cover his sins. 
 
The Lord’s goat would be slain. The priest  Jesus was crucified for our sins and He died 
would continue to live.     for our sins.   
 
The blood of the Lord’s goat would be taken  Jesus brings His Own blood into the heavenly   
into the Most Holy Place and sprinkled on the  sanctuary and is our advocate before His  
mercy seat of the ark of the covenant.   Father. 
 
The priest would come out of the Most Holy  We confess our sins to Jesus. 
Place and confess the sins of the people on the  Jesus, as our High Priest, covers our sins with 
head of the scapegoat.  His own blood and forgives us and washes our  
       record clean.  He took our sins upon Himself.  
 
The scapegoat would be released into the wild. 
 
The sanctuary, the priest and the people were  When Jesus forgives our sins we stand  
ceremoniously cleansed from their sins for that  justified as though we had never sinned. 
year.   
 
The same process would happen year after year. Jesus was sacrificed only once and that was 

more than enough to forgive any confessed sin. 
 
The priests would die. Jesus lives forever to make intercession for us. 
     

                                 


