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1:  Did Jesus really say this:  “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will 

do, because I go to My Father.”   □  Yes  □ No 
 
Now think about this statement.  Are there any human beings who will do a 
greater work than what Jesus did?  Strange as it may be, this is a quote from 

Jesus that is recorded in John 14:12 
 
In lesson #12 we studied discipleship.  Every believer in Jesus has been called to become a disciple who 
will accept the commission to make more disciples.  When Jesus went back to heaven we know He left 
eleven disciples that were with Him for three and a half years.  They taught, preached, healed, raised the 
dead and worked many miracles.  Jesus’ ministry remained in the region of His birth.  But the gospel 
commission tells us to go out into the whole world.  I believe that going into the whole world is the 
“greater works” that Jesus commissioned us to do. 
 
To be successful in these “greater works” what three empowerments did Jesus give to His disciples, to 
you, and to me with just before He returned to heaven? 
 #1:  empowered with prayer  John 14:13-14  (lesson #15) 
 #2:  empowered with obedience  John 14:15  (lesson #4) 
 #3:  empowered by the Holy Spirit  John 14:16-17  (this Lesson #13) 
 
“And I will pray the Father, that He may abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you 
and will be in you.”  John 14:16-17 
 
This lesson is about being empowered with the Holy Spirit.   
 
2:  Because Jesus was only one man and we are many what promise did Jesus give to His disciples to      
help them accomplish their assigned work?  John 16:7-8 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Jesus promised the disciples that as soon as He returned to heaven He would send the Helper to them 
and this helper would convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. 
 
3:  Was this predicted?  Yes!  We know that John the Baptizer was sent to announce the coming 
Messiah.  John baptized with water (lesson #7).  What did he predict Jesus would baptize with?  Mark 
1:7-8  ________________________________________________________________________________   

 
4.  We have learned that Jesus will send the Holy Spirit to His people.  What is the Holy Spirit’s purpose?  
Following the Babylonian captivity Cyrus and then Darius I gave authority to have the Jerusalem temple 
rebuilt.  The work was a sort of an on and off thing.  Finally the prophet Zechariah urged Zerubbabel to 
finish the temple.  Let’s look at the prophet’s words to discover what force would aid in this God 
assigned task.  Zechariah 4:6  _____________________________________________________________ 

 
God’s purpose in sending the Holy Spirit to us is to provide divine power so we can complete our 
heavenly assigned tasks.  
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5.  Jesus had fulfilled His mission.  He revealed His heavenly Father, He was crucified for our sins, He 
arose from the grave, He commissioned His disciples and you and me (lesson 12), and He was about to 
return to heaven to begin His ministry as our High Priest (lesson 8).  But He wanted His disciples to be 
endowed with this heavenly power so they would be successful.  Notice some of His last instructions to 
His disciples.  Acts 1:4-5  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
6:  What was Jesus’ purpose in sending the Holy Spirit to His disciples?  Acts 1:8  
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
Jesus would send the Holy Spirit to the disciples and to us so we can be His 
disciples/witnesses and complete the spreading of the gospel to the entire world. 
 
7.    What great thing happened to the disciples when the Holy Spirit descended upon them?  Acts 2:1-4 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   

 
8.  What was the crowd’s reaction to this?  Acts 2:5-8   
 _______________________________________ 

 
The disciples spoke the language of____________. 
The crowds heard in ________ _____ __________. 
 
Many foreigners were in Jerusalem to celebrate the Day of Pentecost.  They did not speak or understand 
the language of the disciples.  When the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples they were able to converse 
with these visitors.  This was a practical gift for the purpose of spreading the good news of salvation. 
 
9.  What was the amazing result of that day and succeeding days for the new church?  Acts 2:41 & 47 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to His disciples to empower them to complete His work on this earth.   
 
10:  Anything of this nature can be confusing.  Acts 2 records that some in the crowd accused the 
disciples of being drunk.  Notice the words in Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth.  1 Corinthians 12:1  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11:  Paul’s issues were twofold:  1)Diversity of the gifts and 2) unity of the church.  Let’s see how he 
attempts to bring these together.   

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are differences of ministries, but the 
same Lord.  And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.  But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:”  1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
 

12:  It is supposed that members of this church had received spiritual gifts.  But they were in contention 
over which spiritual gift was better.  So they while they were arguing over this issue the work of Jesus 
had been diminished.  From the text in question #11 let’s fill in the blanks. 
 
 There are diversities of ________, but the same Spirit.   
 There are differences of ____________, but the same Lord. 
 And there are diversities of ____________, but it is the same God who works in all. 
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In other words we all have the same _________. 
 
13:  In the next few verses of 1 Corinthians 12 Paul lists the many gifts of the Spirit that are given to 
various members. 
 “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:”  1 Corinthians 12:7 
  
 Spiritual gifts: 
  Verse 8  word of wisdom, word of knowledge 
  Verse 9  faith, healings 

Verse 10 working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of  
  spirits, different kinds of tongues,  

    interpretation of tongues 
Appointments by God: 

  Verse 28 first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, miracles, gifts of  
    healings, helps, administrators, varieties of tongues 
 
 Paul’s lesson:   The Holy Spirit gives many different gifts to many different people.  No two  
   members will have the same gifts.  But each gift is given for the profit of ______. 
 
14:  Paul illustrates a successful outreaching church as a human body.  1 Corinthians 12:12-17 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15:  Paul’s point is that a living body needs to have different parts in order to exist.  It is the same with 
the church.  Who decides what spiritual gift or gifts will be given to a member? 

1 Corinthians 12:11  But one and the same _________ works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually as He wills. 
1 Corinthians 12:18  But now ________ has set the members, each one of them, in the body 
just as He pleased. 
Ephesians 4:11  And _______ Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
 

“You have been chosen, specially placed, and gifted.  You are equipped through 
your spiritual gifts to fulfill a unique, indispensable role in the Kingdom of God.  You 
are irreplaceable.”  Kim Johnson, Spiritual Body Building, p. 40 

 
16:  Before finishing 1 Corinthians 12 Paul brings this to a great conclusion.  What does Paul want to 
show his readers?  1 Corinthians 12:31  _____________________________________________________ 
 
17:  Concerning spiritual gifts what is the “more excellent way?”  1 Corinthians 13:1-4  ______________ 
 

 
Conclusion:  You can have spiritual gifts, but without love they will become 
worthless.  Love will cause you to be concerned for those who do not have a 
relationship with Jesus.  You will not be worried with what spiritual gifts have been 
given to another church member.  You will be more concerned to use your gifts to 
be of help to others.   
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18:  It appears that once a person was given the ability to speak in a foreign language that gift remained.  
What about speaking in tongues?  What advice does Paul give about speaking in a language in a church 
that is not understood by the listeners?  1 Corinthians 14:26-28 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19:  Why should we seek spiritual gifts?  1 Corinthians 14:12 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We are to be constantly seeking ways to be of help to the church and its members.  Are you willing to 

use you spiritual gifts to join in the work? □  Yes 

      □  No 


