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This lesson was largely borrowed from Elder Larry (Uncle Larry) B. 

Stephens’ Maranatha Student Manual.  Larry is a friend of mine and both a 

student and a teacher of the Bible.  Larry is an ordained minister, an 

academy Bible teacher, and a chaplain.  I thank him for letting me use his 

material. 

God’s covenant offered to mankind: 
 
1. On the night of His betrayal, what term did Jesus use to describe the wine used to symbolize His 

spilled blood?  Matthew 26:28 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The word “testament” or “covenant” means an agreement.  Maintaining the agreement between 
God and us is essential for our salvation. 
 

2. For example, how does the Hebrew author describe faith?  Hebrews 11:1 
“Now faith is the _____________ of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
 
The word “substance” comes from two words that we are familiar with. 

Sub  under  |  In other words faith is the ____________ or agreement that we have  
Stance  standing |  with God that is essential for God to save us. 
 

3. How does the Bible describe the number of those who will be saved?  Revelation 7:9 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. How many in this group deserve salvation?  Isaiah 64:6  (cf. Romans 3:23)  _____________________ 
 
No one in this group (including you and me) is able to produce any righteousness, then how can we 
be saved?  The answer is God’s covenant offered to us through Jesus Christ. 
 

5. Part 1 of this covenant is found in John 3:16.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
 
In an understanding/agreement/covenant all parties have responsibilities: 
 God’s responsibility   _________________________________________________________ 
 Our responsibility   ___________________________________________________________ 
 
At the moment we accept Jesus as our Savior, God grants to us eternal life.  This is our entry into the 
Kingdom of God.  (Matthew 4:17 & 1 John 5:11-13) 
 

6. Part 2 of the covenant is found in John 3:5-6.  What type of birth must take place in our lives? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
At the moment of our acceptance of Jesus as our Savior this new birth takes place.  We are a new 
creature as described in 2 Corinthians 5:17.  (See lesson #10, “A New Creation”) 
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7. The third part of the covenant is found in John 3:20-21.  What happens to my deeds or actions? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
Summary:  ______________________________________As a result of coming into the light which 
is Jesus, a change comes into our life.  Others are able to see the difference. 
 

8. Read carefully Ephesians 2:8-10.  In these verses, Paul describes the covenant in his own words: 
 Verse 8:  How are we saved?  ______________________________________________________ 
 Verse 9:  What do our works have to do with our salvation?  _____________________________ 
 Verse 10:  What do we become?  ___________________________________________________ 

Paul’s observation in verse 10 is critical.  In this verse it is revealed that the same Creator-
God who formed this universe begins to create His life in me as a result of the new birth 
(Philippians 1:6).  We cannot explain this any more than we can explain how a new baby 
lives, but we can accept this new life by faith that is also a gift from God. 

 
9. As a new covenant Christian what does God write in our hearts?  Hebrews 8:10 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. What is the purpose of God writing His laws in our hearts?  Psalms 40:8  (See lesson #4, “Do I Really 
Have to Do That?”) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

11. The apostle and church leader, John, wrote what may very well be the Christian’s most important 
book in the Bible.  Why did he say the letter of 1 John was written?  1 John 5:13 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“That you may know that you have eternal life.” – Five Ways We Can Know We are Saved: 
 
1. Walk in the Light:  What must we do in order to have fellowship with one another and be covered by 

Christ’s blood?  1 John 1:6-7 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
“Walking in the light” is the same concept as “abiding” Jesus spoke of in John 15:1-17 and Paul 
called “walk” or “walking” in Romans 8:1-14 (NKJV & KJV).  It means communication with God in an 
open, following relationship with Jesus through His covenant promises.  We communicate with God, 
by studying the Word, prayer, and witnessing.  If I fail to communicate with God, the danger is not 
that God will cast me out of His kingdom; the danger is that I will cast away the covenant.  Jesus 
promised, “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no 
means cast out.”  (John 6:37) 
 

2. Confess our sins.  When the Christian sins what must be done?  1 John 1:9 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
We must confess our sins.  God cannot forgive any sin unless confession is made.  Any sin not 
confessed becomes the unpardonable sin. 
 
As a new covenant Christian, with God’s law written in our hearts, if we sin we have a great sorrow 
for our deed.  While there is no limit (Matthew 18:21-22) on the number of times for confession our 
confession must be preceded by repentance, a sorrow for the sin, and the sincere desire for Christ’s 
power to overcome it. 
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3. Keep the commandments of God.  How can we know that we are really with Jesus?  1 John 2:3-4 
_________________________________________________________________________________
What is keeping the commandments of God?  To “keep” means to guard 
something precious.  Because I broke God’s law the blood of the Lamb of God 
had to be shed for me.  I keep those commandments now because keeping 
them is the heart of the love relationship I enjoy with Jesus (John 14:15, 21 & 
23).  Keeping goes beyond obedience to the reason for obedience:  Love 
(Matthew 22:37-40). 
 
The new covenant Christian who breaks God’s law realizes, through the Holy Spirit’s influence that 
the love relationship with Jesus has been violated.  Because he wants to restore this relationship he 
takes advantage of the promise, confesses and is forgiven. 
 

4. Love.  How can we continue to walk in the light?  Or, how do we walk in the darkness?  1 John 2:9-
11 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
The scriptures explain that we don’t even know how to pray.  The Holy Spirit searches our heart and 
presents the prayer of our hearts to God with words that we could not express (Romans 8:26-27).  
Jesus prayed, “Forgive our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”  Then Jesus made this 
statement, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you.”  (Matthew 6:12 & 14)  Remember that the second part of the greatest commandment is being 
able to love our neighbors as you love yourself (Matthew 22:39). 
 

5. A Clear Conscience before God.  Read 1 John 3:19-20 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
By truly loving we can even overcome self-criticism.  Our conscience is clean.  How can we have this 
confidence before God?  “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward 
God.”  (1 John. 3:21) 
I can simply ask my Heavenly Father in prayer if there is something in my life endangering my 
covenant relationship.  If there is He will convict me of it, thereby giving me the opportunity of 
confession.  Look at the confidence that Paul had in 2 Timothy 4:6-8:   
 
A Good Servant of Jesus:  “If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of 
Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully 
followed.  But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness.  For 
bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that 
now is and of that which is to come.”  1 Timothy 4:6-8 
 
We must never lose sight of the fact that this confidence is what Jesus has done for us was not only 
meant for Paul or John, but is an essential blessing for every believer. 
 

Review   5 ways we can know we are saved by entering into the covenant relationship with Jesus: 
#1: Walk in the light by abiding in Jesus’ saving relationship. 
#2: Confess our sins. 
#3: Be motivated by love to truly keep God’s commandments. 
#4: Be a loving person. 
#5: Have a clear conscience. 
 

 Do you want to be a new covenant Christian?  □   Yes  □   No 


