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Since 1844 and before many people have been looking forward to the return of Jesus.  In fact, the 
disciples began to look for His return very soon after Jesus ascended to heaven.  
In our last study we looked at the prophecy of Daniel 2.  The little stone that hit 
the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream predicted when Jesus will return and 
end the cruel rule of Satan and sin. 
 
Many theories are being taught concerning Jesus’ return.  In this lesson we will 

look at what the Bible reveals about this great event. 
 
1. Three important truths for all Christians.  John 14:1-3 

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  In My Father’s house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also.” 
a. We must __________ in Jesus the same way we believe in God. 
b. We must believe that His __________ are true. 
c. We must __________ for His return. 

 
2. A good place to begin the study of Jesus’ return is from Acts 1:9-11.  How will Jesus return? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
a. In these verses Dr. Luke recorded the ascension of Jesus. 
b. Two men, probably angels, used the words “in like manner” to 

describe just how Jesus would return. 
i. His return will be visible. 
ii. Jesus will come with His angels. 

iii. He will be flesh and bones. 
iv. His second coming will be literal. 

 
3. His return will be visible. 

a. Revelation 1:7  Behold, He is coming with clouds, and __________ eye will see Him, 
b. Matthew 24:26-27  For as the __________ comes from the east and flashes to the west, 

so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
c. Matthew 24:30  and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 

__________ and great __________. 

d. What do you think; will His return be easy to see?  □  Yes  □  No 
 

4. Jesus will come with His angels. 
a. Who will come with Him?  Matthew 25:31  When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and 

all the _______ _______ with Him, 
b. Why are the angels coming with Jesus? 

i. Because He said they will come with Him. 
ii. Matthew 13:39 (cf. 40-42)  the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 

the angels. 
c. So far we have a visible return of Jesus with all of heaven’s angels.  Is this going to be a 

secret event?  □  Yes  □  No 
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5. Jesus’ return will be very literal.  
a. Titus 2:12-13 

i. How does Paul describe Jesus’ return?  __________________________________ 
ii. Paul writes to Titus describing how we should live while we wait for Jesus’ return. 

1. denying __________ and _________ _________ 
2. we should live __________, __________, and __________ in the present 

age, 
b. Realizing that his execution was very near Paul tells Timothy to look forward to what two 

things?  2 Timothy 4:6-8 
i. ____________________________________________________________________ 
ii. ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Many denominations teach that Jesus’ return will be a secret rapture.  Did Jesus teach about a 

secret rapture?  (Remember that the Bible teaches that “every eye shall see Him.”) 
a. What will signal the second coming of Jesus? 

i. 1 Corinthian 15:52 
_________________________________________________________________ 

ii. 1 Thessalonians 4:16  (3 things) 
1. ______________________________________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________________________________ 
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

b. What did Asaph (Asaph was one of David’s choir leaders.) write about the coming of God to 
deliver Israel?  Psalm 50:3 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. The problem of the “thief in the night.” 

a. Jesus describes His second coming as being similar to a thief 
breaking into someone’s house.  Matthew 24:43 

b. Paul uses similar words in reference to the Lord’s return.   1 
Thessalonians 5:2 

c. Peter also refers to the return of Jesus with these words. “But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night,”  (2 Peter 3:10) 

d. Since Jesus, Paul and Peter all compare the Second Advent to a thief’s coming let’s ask this 
question:  How does a thief come? 

□  silently 

□  secretly 

□  unexpectedly 
i. These texts are used to show that our Lord’s return will be silent, secret and 

unexpected. 
ii. Therefore this line of thought has given rise to the “secret rapture” theory. 

e. Will Jesus’ second coming be silent? 

i. □  Yes   □  No  Jesus’ words  Matthew 24:30-31 

 

ii. □  Yes   □  No  Paul’s words  1 Thessalonians 4:16 
 

iii. □  Yes   □  No  Peter’s words  2 Peter 3:10   
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f.   Will Jesus’ second coming be in secret?  □  Yes   □  No   
i. From question three we learned that Jesus’ return will be “with clouds and every 

eye will see him.” 
ii. In fact what warning does Jesus give to us?  Matthew 24:26-27 

____________________________________________________________________ 
iii. If you haven’t seen Jesus return to the earth but you are told that He has arrived 

what did Jesus say has happened?  Matthew 24:23-25 
____________________________________________________________________ 

g. Will Jesus’ second coming be unexpected?  □  Yes   □  No 
i. The thief in the night text again   “But know this, that if the master of the house 

had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not 
allowed his house to be broken into.”  Mathew 24:43 

ii. Jesus made the point of this statement in the next text.  What was Jesus’ lesson?  
Matthew 24:44 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. Does anyone know when Jesus will return?  Matthew 24:42 □  Yes   □  No   
   

9. Who sets the date for Jesus to return?  Matthew 24:36   
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10. We do not know when a thief may come or when Jesus will return.  What pointed question does 

Peter ask regarding Jesus Second Coming?  2 Peter 3:10-11 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note:  To be in “holy conduct and godliness” means to be ready at all times. 
 

11. At His second coming will Jesus touch the earth?  1 Thessalonians 4:17 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. No, His second coming will be an air event. 
b. The angels will gather His faithful people.   

i. “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together”  

ii. In the parable of the Wheat and the Weeds 
(Matthew 13) Jesus tells us that the reapers are the 
angels who gather the wheat, those who go to 
heaven, into the barns. 

c. But doesn’t Job tell us that Jesus will stand at last on the earth?  
Job 19:25  “For I know that my Redeemer lives,/And He shall stand at last on the 
earth;” 

d. If Jesus does not touch the ground at His second coming then when will Jesus stand on the 
earth as Job states?  Zechariah 14:4 
________________________________________________________ 

i. We believe “in that day” Zechariah describes that future 
time when the New Jerusalem descends from heaven to this 
earth.  This follows the millennium and is described in 
Revelation 21:2-3. 

ii. It is at that time that God will be with His people on this 
earth. 
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12. Let’s review the Bible’s facts of the Second Advent: 
a. The manner of His return will be in the same way He ascended. 
b. His return will be visible. 
c. He will come in the clouds with His angels. 
d. His return will be literal.   
e. His return will be very noisy. 
f. He will remain in the air. 

 
13. Why does the Bible give such detailed descriptions of Jesus’ return? 

a. Matthew 24:5 
________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Satan and others will attempt to impersonate Jesus in order to deceive the whole 
world.  “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless 
the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so 
that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.  Do you 
not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?”  (2 
Thessalonians 2:3-5) 

ii. Jesus and the Bible writers have been very careful to tell us the manner of Jesus’ 
return so that we will not be deceived. 

b. Two questions: 
i. #1:  What should be our reaction if the news reports that Jesus has come and is in a 

certain place on the earth? 
ii. #2:  Why is it so important to note that Jesus will not touch the earth at His second 

coming? 
c. The answer to these two questions is found in Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:26. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Note:  Jesus’ will come from the clouds and will be seen by every person living on the earth.  
If it is claimed that He is on the earth but you did not see His coming you can know it is 
another deception of Satan.  Jesus does not want His people to be deceived by Satan or by 
one of the many false christs or prophets. 
 

14. We are told that Satan will attempt to fool us and that many will be deceived.  What will be some of 
the devil’s evil works? 

a. 2 Corinthians 11:14  Satan will masquerade as an angel of light. 
b. Revelation 16:14 & 2 Thessalonians 2:9  counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders 
c. Revelation 13:13  brings fire down from heaven 
d. Matthew 4:5-6  Satan will use the Bible to tempt people in the same way he tempted 

Jesus. 
e. Ezekiel 28:12  He will appear to be full of wisdom and great beauty 

Note:  Both Jesus and the Bible warn us so we will not be deceived by the devil, or false 
christs, or great signs and miracles. 
 

15. What will Jesus bring for everyone at His second coming?  Revelation 22:12 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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16. What good things will the righteous receive?  Revelation 22:14 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. The right to eat from the tree of life is eternal life.  John 
3:16 

b. Entrance into the New Jerusalem means our names have 
been entered into the Lamb’s Book of Life.  Revelation 
21:27 
 

17. What will happen to the wicked at Jesus’ second coming? 
a. Revelation 6:15-16  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
b. Isaiah 11:4  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

18. Concerning the second coming of Jesus what great question is asked?  Revelation 6:17 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
19. What did Jesus state about the group that is saved and the group that will be lost?  Mark 16:16 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

20. By faith do you want to believe so you can stand when Jesus comes? 

□  Yes 

□  No 
 
Our next lesson is “Do I Really Have to Do That?” 


