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 Justification is the beginning  God counts us as being perfect. 
 Sanctification is a process  God moves us to His perfection. 
 Glorification is the goal  God makes us perfect. 

 
 
     Justification is being declared perfect.       Glorification is receiving perfection. 
 
 

Sanctification is the bridge between being justified 
and being glorified.  It is the __________towards perfection. 

 
Please remember this:  Justification, Sanctification and Glorification are a gift from God.  Without these 
three gifts we cannot have salvation.  They are given to us by God’s grace.  Like any gift, we must be 
willing to _________them and _________ them if we are to have them. 
 
Here is salvation’s simple concept:  “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God.”  Ephesians 2:8 
 
Question:  How are we saved?  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
The Bible teaches that we are saved by grace.  It is as simple as that.  In this lesson we will study three 
theological terms.  They are good terms and they all have the same salvific theme:  We are saved by 
grace.  
 
Justification:  Freedom from guilt 
 
1. What makes our salvation possible?  1 Peter 1:18-19 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What does the precious blood of Christ do for us?  Romans 5:8-9 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. We learned in lesson #1 that our sinning separates us from God.  What did Jesus’ death accomplish 
for us?  Colossians 1:19-20 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What does the death and resurrection of Jesus enable Him to do for us?  Colossians 1:21-22 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Justification is that process by which God declares us righteous.  The only part we have in this 

process is to accept it by faith.  Whose righteousness do we have? 2 Corinthians 5:21 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. So who justifies us?  Do we do this on our own or is this accomplished for us?  Romans 8:33 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. What do the just live by?  Romans 1:16-17 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Many think that justification coming by faith is a New Testament concept.  However read this text.  
Habakkuk 2:4   

“Behold the proud,/His soul is not upright in him;/But the just shall live by his ________.” 
Note:  Habakkuk wrote this approximately 600 years before Jesus was born. 

 
9. What happens to our confessed sins?  Jeremiah 31:34 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Justification is called “imputed” righteousness” because Christ 

places His righteousness to our record when we accept Him by 
faith.  When that happens our record is cleaned up, our sins are 
forgiven (Colossians 1:13-14 & 1 John 1:9) and removed.  Even 
though we have sinned our record appears as though we had 
never sinned.  Therefore we have freedom in Jesus from guilt. 
When God looks at our life He sees the life of His Son, Jesus. 
 

11. Can we ever be justified on our own by strictly keeping God’s law?  Romans 3:20  □ Yes  □ No 
 

12. Why can’t we be justified by keeping the law?  Galatians 3:11 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
13. In fact what happens if we attempt to be justified by our own works?  Galatians 5:4 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note:  Go back to lesson #4 regarding the motivation of keeping God’s law. 

 
Glorification:  Freedom from sin 
 
14. One of the best known texts on glorification was written by Paul.  He knew that he would soon be 

executed and made this statement of faith.  2 Timothy 4:6-8 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

15. What is God’s long term plan for us?  1 Thessalonians 5:9 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16. What process must happen before we can live with Jesus?  1 Corinthians 15:51-53 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

17. Who will receive glorification and when will it be given to them?  Hebrews 9:28 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  Jesus’ incarnation was His first appearance.  This text is the only place in the New 
Testament where the return of Christ is qualified by the adjective “second.”  This time He will 
appear for the purpose of granting salvation. 
 

18. The direction of our lives will determine what we receive when Jesus comes.  This is done in the 
judgment.  (See study #9)  How will each person’s character be irrevocably settled?  Revelation 
22:11-12 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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19.   What did Paul hope for and look forward to?  Romans 5:1-2 & 17 

   Romans 5:1-2  __________________________________________________ 
 

Romans 5:17 ___________________________________________________ 
 
 

20. When this happens, who will we be like?  1 John 3:2 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

21. What will happen to the separation (See studies #1 & #8) that our sins caused?  Revelation 21:3 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

22. Glorification is that wonderful gift that Jesus will give to those who are ready for His return.  At that 
time we will be given His perfect character and will no longer be entrapped by sin.  Just as 1 John 3:2 
states, “we shall be like Him.” 

 
Sanctification:  Power over sin through our relationship with Jesus 
 
 Sanctification is not:  superiority  
  a solo struggle 
  satisfaction with the status quo 
  what you do 
 
 Sanctification is what you allow Jesus to do in you. 
 
23. Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Colosse.  In this letter he makes two outstanding statements 

regarding justification and sanctification.  Colossians 1:21-23  
 

 Justification:  Colossians 1:21-22 ___________________________________________________ 
     ___________________________________________________ 
  
 Sanctification:  Colossians 1:23  ____________________________________________________ 

 
24. Revelation describes a group of people who are redeemed from this earth.  How does John the 

revelator describe them?  Revelation 14:4 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

25. What are the results of “following the Lamb wherever He goes?”  2 Corinthians 3:18 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  Many think that the Bible has a quotation that states, “By beholding 
we become changed.”  Those exact words are not in the Bible but the 
thought is used in 2 Corinthians 3:18.  Pastor Harold Metcalf writes this:  
“Sanctification is a total experience.  It begins at conversion but it must 
continue through life.  It is a lifetime of belonging to Christ.  And within that 
relationship to Christ the believer will grow.” 
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26. So let’s see if we can define what sanctification is with this question:  In this process who will be 
doing the work?  Philippians 1:6 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
27. What relationship will a Christian have to self when he or she comes to Jesus Christ?  Philippians 3:7-

9 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

28. How close is the Christian’s relationship to Christ?  Galatians 2:20 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

29. If we are justified by God and if we are glorified by God and sanctification is the work of God, then 
what do we have to do?  Colossians 3:1-4 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  Questions 27, 28, & 29 describe the Christian’s battle.  Are we willing to count our gains 
as losses?  Are we willing to turn our life over to Jesus?  Are we willing to seek those things 
which are above?  
 

30. Once we have decided to turn our life over to Jesus is there any good news?  Yes.  Sanctification is 
being born again.  What happens when we invite Jesus into our life?  2 Corinthians 5:17 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

31. How often do we have to come to Jesus?  How often do we deny ourselves?  How often do we need 
to take up our cross?  How often do we follow Jesus?  Luke 9:23 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

32. Are you willing by God’s grace to daily deny yourself and follow Jesus?  □  Yes  □ No 
 

Summary:   
 
 Justification is the beginning  God counts us as being perfect when we give our life to Him. 
 Sanctification is a process  God moves us to His perfection as we continue to follow Jesus. 
 Glorification is the goal  God makes us perfect when Jesus returns. 

 
 
         Justification is being declared perfect.       Glorification is receiving perfection. 
 
 

Sanctification is the transformation God performs when  
we by faith maintain our relationship with Jesus.   


