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              The Story of Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath – 1 Kings 17 

1. In order to understand this great Old Testament story let’s get the background 
that begins with two people.  One is Elijah who was God’s prophet and the other was 
King Ahab.  What was the problem?  1 Kings 16:29-30 
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Elijah tell Ahab?  1 Kings 17:1 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Just as Elijah said, no dew nor rain came and the land was cast into a famine.  The Lord told 
Elijah to hide by the Cherith brook.  Miraculously ravens brought food to Elijah each day.  But 
due to the famine the brook dried up and this brings us to our story. 

 
3. What were the Lord’s next instructions to Elijah?  1 Kings 17:9 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. So Elijah went to Zarephath and met a widow who was picking up sticks.  He asked her for a 
drink of water and while she was getting the water he asked her for some food.  What was her 
reply?  1 Kings 17:12 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Things were very tough for this widow and her son.  Her plans were to prepare the last of her 
food and then she and her son would have to face sure death by starvation.  What did Elijah ask 
her to do and what promise did he give her?  1 Kings 17:13-14 

Verse 13 asked: 
_________________________________________________________________  
Verse 14 promised: 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

6. So here we have the famine, a poor widow and a prophet of God asking her to prepare a meal 
from her last morsels and then trust the Lord.  What did she do from verse 15 and what were 
the results from verse 16?  1 Kings 17:15-16 
Verse 15 action: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Verse 16 results: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. This is quite a story.  It takes us back to the two main points of our first lesson:  what were they? 

a. Our actions will follow our ________.  The widow believed the Lord and did what was 
requested of her. 

b. God is able to save us if we ________ Him.  God performed a miracle by not letting 
the bin of flour and the jar of oil run dry. 
 

8. In this lesson we will look at stewardship.  Before we can go any further we must understand 
what it means to be a steward. 

a. Who owns everything that we have?  Psalm 24:1 (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:26; 1 Timothy 6:7) 
________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Well, we work hard for our living.  Just who gives us the ability to earn what we have? 
Deuteronomy 8:18 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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c. If everything belongs to the Lord and it is the Lord who gives us the ability to earn what 
we have, then what are we asked to be?  1 Corinthians 4:1-2 
________________________________________________________________________ 

d. To really understand what a steward is let’s go to the dictionary for its definition. 
Steward:  One who is entrusted with the management of property, finances, or 
other affairs not his own. 
 

9. For how long has this pattern existed?  Genesis 1:27-28 
_________________________________________________________ 
God created the world and all that was in it and then created Adam 
and Eve and gave them the charge to take care of everything that God 
made. 
 

We will look at three areas that we have been given the responsibility of being the stewards of what 
belongs to God.  They are: 

Our time.  
Our body.  
Our money.  $ ¢ 
 

Our time.  
 

10. We must decide how we will use the time God has given to us.  Is there a proper time for 
everything?  Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

11. What three things does God ask us to do with our time?  Micah 6:8 
He has shown you, O man, what is good;  
      And what does the LORD require of you  
      But to do ________,  
      To love ________,  
      And to walk ________ with your God? 
 

12. What is God’s twofold purpose for our lives.  Ecclesiastes 3:12 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

13. How does God ask us to apportion our time?  Deuteronomy 5:13-14 (cf. Exodus 20:8-11 & lesson 
#5) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

14. Concerning how good church members should spend their time, what advice did Paul write to 
the church members at Ephesus?  Ephesians 5:15-16 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

15. What two things are we to be doing with our time?  Acts 1:8  (Lesson #12) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16. Will we be required to give an account of what we have done with the time God has given to us 
on this earth?  2 Corinthians 5:10  __________ 
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Our body.  
 

17. Some will say that it is their own body and they can do with it as they please.  But what should 
the Christian’s attitude towards their body be?  1 Corinthians 6:20 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
18. From lesson #1 we learned that God created us in His image.  Who dwells in the 

Christian’s body?  1 Corinthians 6:19 __________________________________  
 

19. Thought question:  Paul was hearing bad reports about the activities of the church that he 
established at Corinth.  Therefore he sent a letter to those church members.  Here is one of the 
questions he asked:  “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you?  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of 
God is holy, which temple you are.”  (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)  From question #9 we learned that 
we were created in God’s image.  Here’s the question:  If God will destroy those who defile His 
church do you think that God will do any less to men and women who defile their bodies?         

□ Yes  □  No 
 

20. As we consider our body that God has given to us what principle should we keep in mind?  1 
Corinthians 10:31  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
21. We do not condone the use of tobacco in any form: 

a. Smoking damages nearly every organ in the human body, is linked to at least 15 
different cancers, and accounts for some 30% of all cancer deaths. 
And it costs billions of dollars each year. Yet one in five Americans 
still light up.   

b. In the United States, tobacco use was responsible for nearly 1 in 5 
deaths or an estimated 438,000 early deaths each year from 1997 to 
2001, totaling more than 2 million deaths over the 5-year period. (Source: Cancer Facts 
& Figures 2008) 

c. Tobacco use accounts for at least 30% of all cancer deaths and 87% of lung cancer 
deaths.  (Source:  Cancer Facts & Figures 2008) 

 
22. “It is not for kings to drink wine,/Nor for princes intoxicating drink;”  Proverbs 31:4 

a. We are not kings and princes or are we?  Look at the advice for the rest of us.  Proverbs 
23:29-32 
Who has woe?/Who has sorrow?/Who has contentions?/Who has 
complaints?/Who has wounds without cause?/Who has redness of 
eyes?/Those who linger long at the wine,/Those who go in search of mixed 
wine./Do not look on the wine when it is red,/ When it sparkles in the 
cup,/When it swirls around smoothly;/ At the last it ________ like a 
serpent,/And ________ like a viper. 

b. In 2007, an estimated 12,998 people died in alcohol-impaired traffic crashes involving a 
driver with an illegal BAC (.08 or greater). These deaths constitute 31.7 percent of the 
41,059 total traffic fatalities in 2007.  (National Traffic Safety Administration) 

 

http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811016.PDF
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c. “But did you know that even moderate drinking, under certain circumstances, is not risk 
free”  And that if you drink at more than moderate levels, you may be putting yourself 
at risk for serious problems with your health and problems with family, friends, and 
coworkers?”  (National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information) 

d. When the proverb (Proverbs 20:1) states, “Wine is a mocker,/Strong drink is a 
brawler,/And whoever is led astray by it is not wise.” do you think it means what it says? 

□  Yes  □ No 
 

23. Giving glory to God is much more than just abstinence from tobacco, alcohol and other 
unauthorized drugs.  It is a balance of 

Rest and Exercise 
 Work and Recreation 
  What we take into our daily lives. 
 

24. How we care for the bodies that God has given to us is very important.  What did Christ come to 
give to us?  John 10:10 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
25. What are we asked to keep blameless to the coming of Jesus?  1 Thessalonians 5:23 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our money.  $ ¢ 
 

26.                  Jesus told a parable of a farmer whose land had been richly blessed so that it 
yielded a harvest beyond his expectations.  It became this farmer’ decision as to 
what he should do with all this wealth.  So he decided to tear down his old barns 
and build better and bigger barns and then store his all of his crops and goods.  

Once this was done he would sit back and take it easy, drink, and be merry for the rest of his life.   
 
What question did God ask this now rich fool?  Luke 12:20 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

27. As Jesus ended this parable what point did He make?  Luke 12:21 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
28. The local kings raided Sodom and Gomorrah and took all of their provision including Abraham’s 

nephew and his family.  So Abraham gathered 318 of his trained servants and attacked these 
kings and defeated them.  Now Abraham had all of these spoils of war.  He then goes to 
Melchizedek, a king and the priest of God, and gave him a tithe from the spoils.   
 

29. What is tithe? Genesis 28:20-22 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Tithe:   Hebrew: ma’aśer, “tenth part,” “tithe” 
 Greek: dekatē, “tenth,” “tithe” 
Note:  We have seen that Abraham and Jacob gave 10% of their increases to God. 
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30. What is tithe?  Leviticus 27:30 & 32 
30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, 
is the LORD’s. It is ________ to the LORD. 
32 And concerning the tithe of the herd or the flock, of whatever passes under the rod, 
the tenth one shall be ________ to the LORD. 
 

31. Where are we to bring the tithe?  Malachi 3:10 first part  
Bring all the tithes into the__________,/That there may be food in _______________, 
/And try Me now in this,”/ Says the LORD of hosts, 

The “storehouse” and “My house” in the Bible was the temple and is now the church.  Notice 
that this instruction has no appeal to gratitude or generosity. 
 

32. What biblical admonition does the church follow with these funds? 
a. Old Testament   Numbers 18:21 & 24 

_________________________________________________________________ 
b. New Testament  1 Corinthians 9:13-14 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Note:  The total of tithe paid into our church is sent directly to the Florida Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventist.  The pastors within the territory of the Florida Conference receive their 
remuneration from the Florida Conference. 

 
33. Did Jesus ever endorse the tithing system?  Matthew 23:23 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faith. These you ________ to have done, without leaving the others undone. 
 

34. What does God call those who do not pay tithe?  Malachi 3:8-9 
______________________________________________ 

Note:  From this text God requires two things from our earnings: 
Tithes  Our 10% 
Offerings  Our freewill giving 
 

35. If we are faithful in giving our tithes and offering what promise does God make?  Malachi 3:10 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

36. Jesus gave us the basis of good stewardship.  What great principled words did Jesus leave to us?  
Matthew 6:33 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Note:  From the examples of the Zareptath widow, the parable of the foolish farmer, and 
Abraham we should see that God is willing to bless us if we will take care of the things that He 
has entrusted us with.  
 

37. Because of your love for God are you willing to be good and faithful stewards of your time, your 

body, and your money?  □  Yes  □ No 


